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life to be possible, would, when viewed in the light of the
Absolute, simply melt away, as did the great pretensions of
learning of Narada when subjected to the searching examination
of his instructor, Sanatkumara. Even some of the values which
appear to us most essential, may, when viewed in relation to the
Absolute, lose their importance.

This is why Sri Aurobindo says that ethics is only a passing
phase of evolution. His object is not to underrate the value of
ethics. Ethics undoubtedly holds a very important place in the
organization of human society. But human society as it exists
at present is not the last word of evolution. It is bound to
undergo a radical transformation when evolution jumps to its
next higher stage. When this takes place, the values of morality
will lose the importance which they possess at present. Family
relations, the relations between capital and labour, the State and
the individual, etc., will all undergo a fundamental change when
man will experience a radical change in his nature due to the
emergence of a higher principle in him. It is not possible,
therefore, to look upon any of these as ultimate values.

Take, again, the great principle of humanism, the Universal
Brotherhood of Man. Why should we think that in the higher
life which is destined to be ours, this principle will be realized
as we wish it to be done? Do we not see that in spite of its
spectacular grandeur, there is narrowness and prejudice at the
bottom of it? Why should we suppose that man will for ever
lead a separate life from the rest of creation? Why should we
always hate the lower animals? Why should we think it im-
possible to have any brotherhood with them? And then the
physical universe? Must we suppose that it will for ever remain
alien to us? Can we not feel any fellowship with it? Should
we always consider ourselves to be superior to it and should we
always consider it to be our duly to curb and control it? Should
it remain the highest ambition of man to be master of the
physical universe and use it for his ends? The growth of science
has undoubtedly given man unlimited opportunities for realizing
this ambition, but nevertheless, is this ambition one which it is
the duty of man always tQ cherish? Are those eternal words of

wisdom of our sages, ^ ^^ 5^ ^Tfff^ WfS^rfw mere
phrases? Is there no inner ballast of fundamental, vital truth
behind these great words? Is that great ideal of a fundamental
organic unity of the whole universe, physical, vital, mental, a
mere idle fancy? Are these great sayings mere lugubrations oE
mentally unbalanced, ^oma-intoxicated dreamers?
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